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Staying Safe Around Dogs
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Broader issues associated with remote
communities

Issues for communities:
* poverty
 lack of ownership

« lack of information and training

« limited job opportunities

 poor education levels

* high welfare dependency

« domestic violence and child abuse
* substance abuse

Government and stakeholder issues:

unsustainable culling programs
resulting in lack of trust

lack of government understanding of
the issues

failure to listen to the needs of
communities

lack of funding and fluctuating
funding commitments

lack of coordination between
agencies

unavailability of qualified vets
competition for services between
communities

failure of past programs due to poor
design



“  The Historical Relationship between
Dogs and Indigenous People
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Dogs’
Importance In
Aboriginal

culture

o Attribution of
skin names

Image courtesy David Darcy
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Why do we own dogs?
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The issues with dogs...
.+ Why d&they occur?

» Lack of veterinary
-~ access




The issues with
dogs...

* Adjustment to
loss of nomadic

ifestyle

Photo: Aboriginal women,
Northern Territory, 1928. Photo
taken by Herbert Basedow,

National Museum of Australia




The issues with dogs...

* Dogs not dingos
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* Poverty and
geographical
Isolation
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. Héalth and welfare
realities of a community
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