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A brief background

o Bachelor of Science: Zoology (Animal Behaviour), Psychology, Ecology

o Honoursyear: independent research project & thesis (Ethology)
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A brief background
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o RSPCA Victoria: animal welfare shelter




A brief background
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o Guide Dogs Victoria: Training Kennels & Vet Clinic Manager
* Australian Animal Welfare Strategy

* PhD exploring:
human attitudes and perceptions, management practices,
welfare, stress and performance in kennelled working dogs



o

o Working Dog Alliance

veterinary Science

vonlerance Centre



Canine welfare: overview

What is animal welfare?

How do we perceive the welfare of dogs?
Why does it matter?

How do we measure welfare in dogs?
What does welfare look like?

How can we apply our understanding of welfare to dogs?

Question and answer session



What is animal welfare?




What is animal welfare?

Biological fitness:
o Healthy enough to mature and reproduce

> Genes make it through to the next generation = population welfare win




What is animal welfare?

Reproductive success/Productivity: is it a good fit definition for
animal welfare for domesticated animals?




What is animal welfare?

Reproductive success/Productivity: is it a good fit definition for
animal welfare for domesticated animals?

Consider intensive systems yielding high production:




What is animal welfare?

Biological fitness and productivity as animal welfare for dogs:
lots of ‘owned’ dogs have resources & may reproduce, but do they
experience good welfare?




What is animal welfare?

Prohibiting cruelty, reducing harm, pain and suffering
results in improved animal welfare




The five freedoms

Good animal welfare can be achieved by providing animals with:

1. Freedom from hunger and thirst
Freedom from discomfort

Freedom from pain, injury or disease

Freedom to express normal behaviour

A

Freedom from fear and distress




What is animal welfare?

Not just acknowledging negative, but promoting positive

o Growing body of research demonstrating affective states in animals

o Animals have feelings, and we are learning how to assess them

QewW




What is animal welfare?

Refers to “its state as regards an animal’s
attempts to cope with its environment.
This state includes how much it is having
to do to cope, the extent to which it is
succeeding in or failing to cope, and its
associated feelings.

Welfare will vary over a continuum from
very good to very poor and studies of
welfare will be most effective if a wide
range of measures is used ” — Donald Broom




What is animal welfare?

"Animal welfare is to do with the feelings
experienced by animals: the absence of
strong negative feelings, usually called
suffering, and the presence of positive
feelings, usually called pleasure. In any
assessment of welfare, it is these feelings
that should be assessed.” —1an Duncan

Good animal welfare can be realised by
asking “Is the animal healthy (does it have
what it needs)? And does it have what it
wants?” — Marian Dawkins




What contributes to how we




What contributes to how we
perceive animal welfare?

o Community standards and expectations (social licence)

o Personal experience (e.g. our education, pets, work)

o Attitudes of those around us (our family, friends, colleagues)

o Professional opinions shared with us (e.g. veterinarians, dog trainers)




What contributes to how we
perceive animal welfare?




What contributes to how we
perceive canine welfare?

How would you rate the welfare of different kinds of domestic dogs?

e.g. Your dog? Guide dog? Stray street dog? Racing greyhound? Show dog?

1: Very poor 2: Poor 3: Neither poor nor good 4: Good 5: Very Good

V& A




How do we perceive the
welfare of dogs?

Stray/Street dog
Feval/Wild dog
Racing Greyhound
Pig Hunting Dog

Guard [property protection) Dog

:’.
Pedigree Pure Breed Show Dog
. Very Poor
Shed Racieg Dog

Farm (stock heeding) Dog

Average Pet Dog Neither Poor nor Good

Feesem/Explosves Detection Dog
Mant/Food Detection Dog Very Good
Police (tracking/apprehending) Dog

Drug Detection Dog
Asvitance Secvice Dog

Search and Rescue Dog
Guide/Sesing Eye Dog




What happens when new
information arrives?

Research that advances animal welfare can be hard to accept, for some.

T —

Tail docking in dogs: a review of the =

= _ (R, | (S R v

VETERINARY eones ‘.\.} -

JOURNAL _ | cmvarvedesma . _ Can we breathe easy about Brachycephalic
Uivwere, Vicooria 800, Esnalt s honmeeiivacd monah. od s Why Do Even Committed

Obstructive Airway Syndrome? Effects of
severity on canine play, exercise and feeding

sesmnnivic:sxcria] e e e DO OWners-Fall to Comply

Iveculy e peacoon bammed. e pureeed dop ssocasons. ek ey WiItH SOMe Responsible
the of

oo opposs g log Ao evakaation of o tad Sockng a : behaviour
= s, which is st qures e miegainn ot mr wevs. QW EI'Ship Practices?
W DiGROgRcl AN betineoutal TRCHs I reciet yees | much Gata hurvw S Sctu-
MuUated CONCEMing the wettae mpdcanons of tad J0Cking. Unonunately. Mowewe NE 2015
ASSOGAYE (DNVeR mmwu:gmmu duvwlomn)mnuwm w Vanessa . Rohlf, Pauleen C. Bennett, Samia Toukhsati SONFERENCEPAPER JUNE 203
ety 8 teview 1ome of B s degurments 100 and aganal canlew Bl deckieg &% and Grahame Coleman

o ord ovahaiod Animal Weelfare Science Centre, School of Psychalogy, Psychiatry, and

PSS O STt oo Psychological Medicine, Monash Universty, Victoria, Austrafa




Theory of planned behaviour

o Theory of planned behaviour suggests that intentions predict behaviour.

o Intentions are predicted by subjective norms, attitudes and perceived
behavioural control.

| Behavioural |
|| beliefs |

Intention
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— Actual |
behavioural |

control

Perceived
Ob:{;‘gg behavioural
control
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o Cognitive dissonance theory refers to the state of having inconsistent
thoughts, beliefs, or attitudes, especially as relating to behavioural
decisions and attitude change.

o People who have already engaged in a behaviour that does not accord
with their beliefs, even in light of new information, are less likely to be
willing to change the behaviour, and more likely to find reasons
to justify why the behaviouris necessary.



Anthropomorphism

- Great word for scrabble, not so great for animals

- The attribution of human form or other human characteristics
to beings other than humans, particularly animals







Why does animal weltare
matter?

* Dogs can experience pain and can
suffer

THE GREATNESS
OF A NATION

AND ITS MORAL ' * Quality of life (of dogs) has
PROGRESS CAN inherent worth
BE JUDGED, BY .y * Dogs have needs and feelings

THE WAY ITS . .
aniMaLSs NRE * Dogs with higher welfare are
" more productive and will perform
TREATED. o o better
- Mahatma Gandhi M « V5 .
* Where humans are in control,

moral & legal obligations

* Higher welfare for dogs, means
better outcomes for humans,
regardless of the role dogs have in
our lives




How do we measure welfare?

Behaviour: activity budgets, interaction (environment & social),
preferences, aversion & motivation, cognitive bias, abnormal

l

Physical: physiology, immunology, nutrition, exercise, reproduction

l

Human psychology: attitudes and perceptions, behaviours
1111 ’




What does science offer?

* Objective

x| THE GOOD THING
QUSRS " | ABOUT SCIENCE IS

THAT IT'S TRUE
\WHETHER OR NOT

YOU BELIEVE IN IT
1 - NEL DEGRASSE TYSON »
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Applied science example 1
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Applied science example 2




Applied science example 3




Applied science example 4




s death a welfare issue?

“Wastage represents one of  ymummemima
the most significant threats to

the industry’s sustainability Death is a Welfare Issue
and public licence to operate” mew.veus

Acocptod: 3 Jaly M09/ Pablisbed coline: 29 July 2009
© Springes Scionce+ Baninews Modia BV, 2000

Abstract It is commsonly asserted that "death is not o welfare kssue™ and this has
been reflected in welfare legislstion and policy in many coustries. However, this
creates a conflct for many who conssder animal welfare 10 be an appropeiate basis
for decision-making in animal ethics but also consader that an animsal's death is
cthically sigmificant, To reconcile these viewpoints, this paper attempes to formulase
an account of death & a welfare issue, Welfare issues are issues that refer 1o
cvaluations concenming an animal’s interests, Thas includes evaluations that refer
oaly 1o comparisons between (he presesce and absence of stales, including posilive
stmes, This means that an asmimal’s death nsay be a welfare wssue insofar as it kkads
w0 the exclusion of relevant positive states, This allows us o deny that death is
mecessanly not a welfare issee,

Keywords  Animal welfare issoe - Ethacs - Euthanasas - Harm of death -




Best practice o0l

POUNDS

o Encourage registration by offering great service Guidebook 1
- e.g. return a dog home in first instance without fine

o Help people do what you want them to do 51 T,
- microchipping events o s b i

and rescue from () PetRescue

o Help dogs get back home
- create (or use existing) social media, or online presence

o Help dogs in kennels
- encourage volunteer participation

o Help dogs find homes
- explore your options, exchange experiences & ideas with colleagues

o Ask your council for support
- to achieve better outcomes for the community and animals



Thank you
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Questions? |ldeas?

mia@workingdogalliance.com.au

www.doyoubelieveindog.com
www.workingdogalliance.com.au

@doubelieveindog
@workdogalliance



